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Kathryn Farrior: Today, we allowed students, mostly juniors, to participate in the Reality of 
Money. The Reality of Money is an event that is sponsored by the State 
Employees Credit Union. They bring their curriculum here and what will happen 
is students will come in and be given a profile. So they'll be given a pretend job 
and a pretend monthly budget, and they'll have to go around to I believe it's 
about 15 stations and they'll have to spend their money, and hopefully come 
out with some in the end.

Elizabeth Fair: As the students are going from station to station we also have Stuff Happens, 
because stuff happens in everyday life. These cards can be anything from 
grandmother sends them a check for $50 or it could be they got a speeding 
ticket or had to take a pet to the vet. So these are expenses they have to 
incorporate into their budget.

Kiana Brewton: What surprised me the most is how realistic it was, because usually things like 
this aren't as realistic. But it was pretty realistic if I ended up in debt.

Elizabeth Fair: We started this Reality of Money presentation in 2013, so the organization as a 
whole has done this numerous times throughout the state of North Carolina. 
Just last year, they presented this Reality of Money to 125 schools across the 
state.

Kathryn Farrior: The students will benefit from learning the value of a post-secondary education. 
Obviously they'll learn about personal finance and how to pay their bills and 
they'll have to make some sacrifices, but as career development coordinator, 
what I hope they'll learn is that they really need to further their education after 
high school. 

Kiana Brewton: I think it's helpful. I think it's really, really helpful actually. It's like an eyeopener, 
like a really big one, because it opened my eyes a lot. I knew about bills and 
stuff, but I didn't know it was this expensive. 

Elizabeth Fair: It's a great time in their lives for them to really start thinking about the future. 
This activity not only gives them a glimpse at creating a spending plan with the 
money that they have, according to the profile, but it also reiterates the 
importance of having good credit and implementing a savings to help benefit 
them once they do get out into the real world. 
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